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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 

By Gerit Lewisch 

EPA Region Director 

By April 1, 2012 the Eastern Pennsylvania Region will have a newly elected Region Director. The election process will start 

with the first fall instructor refresher and will end with the last regional patroller refresher. The results will be announced at 

our Eastern Pennsylvania Regional Fall Officers Meeting on November 13, 2011 at Bear Creek Mountain Resort. At this time, 

we have two candidates. Their platforms are posted on our website. Please take the time to read it 

and make sure to vote. 

During our Eastern Division Meeting in Albany, NY on May 1, 2011, I introduced the concept of 

conducting future elections electronically. A nonbinding poll showed that there is the possibility to 

have future elections conducted both ways - electronically and the old fashioned way.  It will be up 

ǘƻ ƻǳǊ w5 ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ {/Ωǎ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ŏŀǎǘ ŀ ǾƻǘŜ ƛƴ 9t! 

electronically under new business at our next Division Meeting in 2012. 

By now the roll out of our new OEC book the 5th Edition will soon be on the way. All OEC courses will 

be taught from the new book. Our ROA, will have more communication with you in this regard. 

The National Office in Denver has endorsed the way we register with the PA EMS. There will be no change in rules or the 

procedure. You sign up as an individual to gain EMR certification and you will be granted 24/7 medical liability protection as 

long you fulfill all patrol refresher and CPR requirements. For further information, please visit our website.  

National Board Member Burt Mitchell was elected our National Chairman and performed the duties since the January 2011 

board meeting.  We now have friends at National - Jim Decker, CNY, Bela Musits, ENY, Burt Mitchell, CT and Wally Schenk, 

(former) EPA and last but not least Robert Scarlett Esq. our National Legal Advisor, EPA. 

Our former Eastern Division Awards Coordinator Bill Boulter was appointed the National Awards Coordinator and Jerry 

Sherman was elevated to the position of Eastern Division Awards Coordinator. Both Bill and Jerry have been good friends to 

EPA in the past and I am sure that all of us will benefit from our good working relationship over a long period of time. 

Every patroller should have some knowledge of the NSP awards process. It will help everyone to stay on course and to 

prevent misunderstandings and disappointments.  Please refer to the awards chapter in the 2010-2011 Policies and 

Procedures as posted on the national website.   

The Eastern Pennsylvania Region has an experienced staff of Section Chiefs and a Regional Delegate. The EPA Delegates work 

ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ w5Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {/ΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {/ tŀǳƭ {ǇŜŀǊΣ 9ƭƪ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦ tŀǳƭ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ 

senior patroller, and represented the EPA at the last Division Meeting. 

I made some changes at the regional level.  Megan Eckhart took over the position of Young Adult Program Coordinator from 

Wayne Eckelman.  Joe Joyce now heads the Paid Patroller Program, he took over from Sean Simpson. I thank both for serving 

in these positions for a long period of time. There is no question that it is spirit and enthusiasm which makes our system 

work. Yes, we are a volunteer organization, but that does not minimize the commitment all of us as line officers or patrollers 

make to insure the system works. 

At our last Region Meeting, we made the decision that all coordinators will take reservations for their programs themselves 

and have the participants pay the course fees as before over our website. The reason behind this is to allow the coordinator 
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to be in touch with the program participants in a time frame he or she desires to coordinate the assistance of instructors and 

or other help. 

During the summer of 2011, we started a Pennsylvania (vanity) car license plate program to enable patrollers to obtain a 

National Ski Patrol license plate depicting the National Ski Patrol Shield and the stacked letters SP (Ski Patroller) with the 

obligatory license plate numbers. These plates will not be distributed to the general public but only be available   to 

registered National Ski Patrollers and Alumni. Dr. Howard Rosenthal (Co P.R., Jack Frost Mountain) works and tends to the 

project and we are moving into the stages of production. Please stay tuned. 

Our finances are sound and we can continue without increasing our dues, as a result of the diligence of our treasurer and the 

wisdom of our investment direction.  

I thank each one of you from patroller, coordinator, patrol representative, section chief, region delegate to assistant region 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǎΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ άǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǘΦέ 

Thank you and I wish you a safe and healthy summer! 

I look forward to seeing you in fall. 

Gerit Lewisch 

Northern Section Report ς Spring 2011 
By Paul Spear 

For those patrollers in the northern section who might be unaware, I am the new section chief having just been elected by 
the patrol directors within the section. First of all I would like to thank them for their votes of confidence in electing me to 
the position. I know I have big ski boots to fill in following Bobby Morgan and others before him who have served in the 
position. We owe them all a debt of gratitude for their years of dedicated service. My platform was to be of service not only 
to the patrol directors, but also to all the member patrollers of the section. Therefore, to all the members please feel free to 
contact me with any issues or concerns that should be addressed at the region level and beyond.  

All areas of the Northern Section had a great 2010-2011 season with them opening before Christmas and having 100% 
coverage. While this past season might have been a little light in the amount of natural snow, the cold weather allowed for 
excellent snow making at all areas. Reports from the section areas are as follows:  

The Hideout - The Hideout held an OEC class from September 2010 through November 2010 which more than doubled the 
number of patrollers. They now have 12 alpine patrollers, 2 of which are auxiliary and 1 is still a candidate. There are 
discussions about starting a Young Adult Patroller program as there have been a number youth who have expressed an 
interest. The plan is to incorporate many of them into classes this upcoming season. Also, they are working on an MCI Plan 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜƴƭŀǊƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ-aid room.Any patrols 
which can be of assistance in these last two areas please contract the patrol director.  

Upper Delaware Nordic - There was one new candidate, Teddy Newton, formerly from Jack Frost. This past season two new 
sections that encompass the Varden Conversation Area became part of the patrol region, with new sign-in boxes having been 
made for the areas. Having this additional area and fabulous conditions made for a superb season. Pete Snyder, a Nordic 
Master, challenged members with some intense training. Also, Rick Chandler achieved his Nordic master certification this 
past season. Congratulations !!  

Elk Mountain - There were 8 new candidates who were brought on the patrol this year, with two of them who have fathers 
on the patrol, one whose son is a second year patroller, and one whose wife is a patroller. Talk about keeping it in the family! 
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There was one patroller, Peter Dorn, who passed the SEMM and became a full Senior. Peter also graduated from law school 
ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ t! ϧ bWΦ bƻǘ ōŀŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ DǊŜŀǘ Ƨƻō ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǎΗΗ 9ƭƪ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ tŀǘǊƻƭƭŜǊ 
School with this years attendance being the largest to date. Bill Jordan and his crew did another outstanding job and 
everyone went away tired and satisfied. The season closed at 100 + days, but not before a visit from Bert Mitchell, Gerit, and 
Bobby Morgan.  

Sno Mountain - The season started early in June with a 2 day lift evac course put on by Berks County Community College with 
15 in attendance from areas in PA, NY and NJ, along with the Scranton Fire Department. In September, the area hosted the 
annual instructor refresher, the SEMM test in early February and an Alumni Day later in the month.Due to its success, there is 
another lift evac course scheduled for April 16

th
 & 17

th
 with 30 patrollers registered to attend. Sno had 4 candidates and 3 

transers to the patrol this last season. They also had 4 patrollers make Senior with 3 patrollers passing the SEMM. Good job 
and congratulations to all!! They also finished the season with a visit from Bert, Bobby, and Gerit. Awards presented at their 
Spring dinner are as follows: Jim WeiŘƴƻǊΣ tŀǘǊƻƭƭŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΤ aŀǊƪ aŀŎƪŀŎƘƛƴŀǎΣ tŀǘǊƻƭƭŜǊΩǎ /ǊƻǎǎΤ bƛŎƪ aŀƴǘƛƻƴŜΣ 
Candidate of the Year; Bonnie Clifton, P.J. Cusick, John Hreha, and Toby White, Seniors; Bob Dourand and Ron Pagotto, 
National Appointments; and Tom Kneiss, Regional and Division Instructor of the Year. Congratulations to all award winners!!  

Mast Hope Rapids - ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǊǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΗ  

Tanglewood - The area remained closed this past season, but was reportedly recently sold to some investors. We will have to 
wait and see what happens next season.  
  
THINK SNOW!!  
  
Paul Spear  

paulj.spear@gmail.com 

Central Section ς Spring 2011 
By Kurt Adam ς Central Section Chief 

 

The 2010/2011 ski season for the Central Section was exceptional. The weather cooperated from early December 

right through the middle of March. There was plenty of snow and cold which in turn meant great conditions for 

the ski areas in the Central Section. Bear Creek, Blue Mountain, Eagle Rock and Spring Mountain all had great 

seasons.  

 

Bear Creek skier visits were up again. Bear Creek set several single day and season records for skier visits. Bear 

Creek had 12 candidates who successfully completed both the OEC and S&T course. Outside of skiing Bear Creek 

held some interesting and unique activities. The week after the season ended, the mountain held and snowmobile 

drag race with approximately 250 competitors. April 5 and 6 brought on the Tough Mudder. Approximately 

млΣллл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ Wǳǎǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƴƻǿ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ 

the ski area. 

 

Blue Mountain also had an exceptional season. In early January Blue Mtn. exceeded 15,000 visitors on one single 

day, a new record. Blue Mountain had 16 of 17 candidates successfully complete the training course.  Blue Mtn. 

added new snowmaking to increase coverage and provide that extra push needed to keep up with the increased 

traffic. Blue had bumps on Main Street and Challenge again this season. Remember, bumps rule! The bumps on 

Challenge brought the Senior S&T evaluation to Blue Mtn. for the first time. The event was a success. 

 

mailto:paulj.spear@gmail.com
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Eagle Rock continues to improve its facilities. Skier visits were up 21% this season and revenue was up 26%. More 

people are discovering Eagle Rock. Due to the increase in skier visits, Eagle Rock is planning some expansion. Two 

new trails are scheduled to be cut, new snowmaking equipment will be purchased, the rental shop will be 

expanded and renovated and the Winter Fun Kids Playground will be expanded. Many good things are taking 

place at Eagle Rock. I believe everyone should check out this gem outside of Hazelton. I always have a great time 

making turns with the patrol at Eagle Rock. 

 

Last, but not least, Spring Mountain had its best December and January on record. Spring Mountain had 5 of 7 

candidates complete the course for the 2010/2011 season. They added new snowmaking and the mountain also 

plans to add two new trails. A new chair as well as opening the Woodside Inn as a B&B and banquet facility is 

planned. Spring Mtn. also boasts a great zip line open throughout the year. Fun times on a skinny wire zooming 

through the trees. One final note on the Mountain, Bob Miller will once again be making super turns on skis. Bob 

ƘŀŘ ŀ ƘƛǇ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ L ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎƪƛ Ŧŀǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ .ƻō ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 

 

The Central Section areas had a truly great season. Each area set attendance records. Each area has capital 

investments scheduled and there are many new faces on each patrol. Each area has many new and unique things 

taking place. Come visit the ski areas in the Central Section and have some fun on our mountains. Remember, 

άǇƻƛƴǘ ΨŜƳ Řƻǿƴ Ƙƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ΨŜƳ ǊǳƴΗέ 

 

Sadly, Hank Jansen passed away in late MayΦ Iŀƴƪ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ {ƪƛ tŀǘǊƻƭΩǎ ǎƘƛƴƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǎΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ {ƪƛ tŀǘǊƻƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

at Spring Mountain for the last 18 years and an active member of the Harleysville Ambulance Corps. Hank was a 

man with a perpetual smile and a great asset to the National Ski Patrol System. 

 

 

Outdoor Emergency Care 

Cycle A and 5e RollOut 

by Dennis Zercher 

Regional OEC Administrator 

 

Exciting things are happening in the world of Outdoor Emergency Care.  The Fifth Edition (5e) RollOut is underway by NSP.  So 

ŦŀǊ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘǿƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊent weekend vacation trips learning about the 5e RollOut.  The first vacation trip was to Albany for 

ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ {ǇǊƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ рŜ wƻƭƭhǳǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

developed and finalized.  My second vacation trip was to Gore Mountain on June 4
th
 weekend where the first 5e RollOut 

Semminar in the nation was held for 55 people from Eastern Division.  I was a participant in the process along with nine other 

OEC Instructor Trainers from EPA Region.  We were presented the new material in both lecture and demonstration form after 

which we had to prove ourselves by performing the necessary skills under the watchful eyes of the Division OEC Staff.  At the 

end of the day we were blessed and told to go forth and spread the word.  Again, Eastern Division is at the forefront as we 

undergo these exciting changes to our Outdoor Emergency Care Program. 

tŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŜŀǊȅ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ  ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ LΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊd a 

few negative comments about 5e and some of these changes.  Change is a good thing when it is for the better and that is 
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what the 5e Outdoor Emergency Care text accomplishes.  The new 5e has refined some of the old first aid procedures, 

instituted new ideas and procedures, and brought us in line with the rest of the emergency medical community.   

The refresher program for 2011 is designed to bring the OEC Instructing staff and the general patroller population up to 

speed on the changes to the Outdoor Emergency Care Program.  All current and future OEC classes for new patrollers will be 

ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ рŜ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ /ŀǊŜ ǘŜȄǘōƻƻƪΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ рŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜ 

that the new candidate patrollers will know more about updated Outdoor Emergency Care than you.  So, in order for you to 

be ready for the changes being presented at the fall refreshers you will need your own copy .  The 2011 OEC Refresher Study 

Guide is based on the new textbook.  The Refresher Study Guide has a series of questions that must be completed before 

attending one of the fall refreshers.  These completed questions will be collected as part of the registration process on the 

day of the refresher you choose to attend.  With the regular Cycle A and the New 5e Updates you should plan for a full day at 

the refreshers this year.  On our day at Gore Mountain we started with registration at 7:30am and ended the day at 5:00pm 

with a lunch break in between. 

The change has begun.   Accept it, secure your own copy of the New 5e Outdoor Emergency Care textbook, and prepare 

yourself for the future of patrolling.   

Sincerely, 

Dennis Zercher   

 

A Call for Instructors 
By Brent Watts  
Instructor Development Advisor 

Traditionally, the region holds two ID classes, one in December and May. This season 

we held a class in December and shifted the spring date to April.  April was a huge 

success not only was the class at Bear Creek full with 17 patrollers, Ed Riggs held an 

ID class in the Southwest Section for 18 patrollers. Add that to the 15 from the 

December class and a total of 50 patrollers successfully passed the first step to 

becoming an NSP Instructor!  

The ID class counts as an elective for the Senior program. We have many patrollers 

that take ID for that reason. Without instructors, we cannot continue to deliver the 

high quality programs we have here in EPA. I strongly encourage anyone that has taken ID to please get involved as an 

instructor, we always need more instructors!  

Congratulations to Judy Arnold of Blue Mountain Patrol and Jon Meyer of the Big Boulder Ski Patrol for earning their 

Instructor Development Instructor ratings! Thank you to all the ID instructors that donate their valuable time to make this 

program a success.  

The ID class is portable, that is why a second spring class was held in the Southwest section and at the request of Sno 

Mountain, the fall class is being held there on Sunday, Nov. 20th 2011. If a patrol can get a minimum of 10 patrollers to take 

the class, the ID team will come to your mountain! Without instructors, the NSP programs would not run. We can always use 

more instructors for all disciplines, including ID. If you have any questions, please contact me. 

 Brent Watts 

 skikrazey@aol.com   

mailto:skikrazey@aol.com
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Senior Emergency Management Module (SEMM) INFORMATION FOR 2011 and 2012 

Greg Johnson SEMM Program Administrator 

In the Eastern Pennsylvania region, we hold two clinics and two evaluations per season. The clinics were held at Ski Roundtop 

and Bear Creek.  The evaluations were held at Sno Mountain and at Shawnee respectively.  I would like to give my heartfelt 

gratitude to the local patrollers and the management that help me prior to, and during those events.  Such as; Brent Watts of 

Bear Creek, Bob Durand of Sno Mtn., Mitch Wise of Shawnee.   And how could I forget Fay Gabel.  Thanks again to all and the 

liaisons.   

For the past several years I have always said to the SEMM Trainer/Evaluators that training comes first.  Once again, it has 

proven correct.  IΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ оо ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΤ ǿŜ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ нс ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

SEMM.   So, if you passed the S&T portion and all of the other requirements that go with it, well then congratulations to the 

full seniors.  You have definitely earned it.   

The 2012 SEMM is scheduled and all set to go.  We will hold two clinics and two evaluations in this region again as usual.  

They are as follows:   

Clinic   Sunday January 08, 2012 @ Bear Creek   Evaluation - Sunday February 12, 2012 @ Sno Mountain 

Clinic  Sunday January 23, 2012 @ Ski Roundtop Evaluation - Sunday March 11, 2012     @ Blue Mountain 

The backbone of the program is the individual candidate. They toil, get nervous, sweat, and even on occasion, get a few 

bumps and bruises just to get to where they are today and to better themselves as a patroller.  A well prepared candidate will 

go far in the program and succeed. I would like to thank the candidates for making the program what it is today by utilizing 

the training staff that is available.  So, please get out there and talk about it amongst yourselves with all fellow patrollers and 

encourage them to get involved so we can evolve into a better patroller, a better patrol, and a better region. 

This year the registration will be simplified.  There will be two parts to registration.  The first is to pay through PayPal, and the 

second is the registration that can be sent to me either through the postal service or the preferred method; e-mail.  Once you 

fill out the form with all your infƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǘǊƻƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǎŎŀƴ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ Ŝ-mail it to me.  This form 

will be available on line on the Eastern PA web site.  If not, I can e-mail it to you.   

You must attend an SEMM clinic before attempting an evaluation.  These are set up to assist you in learning how to manage 

ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛŀƎŜ ƛŦ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ  ¦Ǉƻƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ǇŀŎƪŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΣ Ǿƛŀ Ŝ-mail; 

this is to be printed out, and completed before the evaluation.  In this packŜǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎƪƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘŜŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

candidate to work on.  The skills session can be signed off by an OEC Instructor.  The practical scenario sessions must be 

signed by a Trainer/Evaluator (TE).   

Last but not least, are the accolades that ŀǊŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢9Ωǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {9aa ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ !ƴŘȅ 

YƭƛƴŜΣ Cƭƻ wǳǘƘŜǊŦƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ¢κ9Ωǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  9ǾŜǊȅ ¢κ9 ƎƻŜǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ Řǳǘȅ 

days to help administer this fine program.  They are there because they care about the quality of the program, and most 

importantly they are there to help you gain a higher skill level through the SEMM program.  Remember they are trainers first.  

So, ask them any questions that you may have about the program, or what to expect while you are in training.  

Greg Johnson EPA SEMM T/C 

717-880-3888 cell   -   iskipatrol@comcast.net   -   geep.johnson@gmail.com 

 

mailto:iskipatrol@comcast.net
mailto:geep.johnson@gmail.com
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Certified Program Spring Report 

By Brant Remaley 

Certified Program Coordinator 

This past year we had some great snow conditions for the Certified Program. We ran four pre-courses in the Division 

throughout the season. Certified pre-courses are a mini version of the Certified Ski and Toboggan portion of the exam. At the 

Pre-courses we evaluate the potential ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΩ performance, let them know where they stand with their ski and toboggan 

abilities and suggest which avenue they should take in getting involved with the Certified Program.  

If you have an interest in the Certified Program attend one of the Introduction to Certified Programs. At this program 

Certified members will give you a snap shot of what the Certified Program is about. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŜȄŀƳ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ Dore Mountain, NY. The weather was perfect. Certified members put on a challenging 

but fair exam. EPA always has a strong showing with Certified members, examiners along with patrollers and family members 

assisting as patients and riders in toboggans. Kurt Adams and Inese Jardine from Bear Creek participated as candidates in the 

program this year. I would like to congratulate them on a job well done passing certain portions of the exam. It was great 

seeing Bill Sachs at the exam this year.  

bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ŜǊǘƛfied exam will be held at Jay Peak, Vt. Stay posted to the Division website for contact information if you are 

interested in the Certified Program and want to observe the exam or assist us with being a patient for first aid.   

Feel free to contact me at SkiPatrol523@gmail.com with any questions regarding the Certified Program. 

Certified Patroller #523 

.ǳȅ ŀ IŜƭƳŜǘΧ .ǳȅ {ƻƳŜ aŀǊƎƛƴ 
Jim Policelli ς Regional Safety Advisor 

L ƪƴƻǿΧ L ƪƴƻǿΦ  ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ά!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜƭƳŜǘǎέΦ 

²ŜƭƭΣ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǘŀƭƪ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ ƘŜƭƳŜǘǎΦ  LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά! ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

make you bullet-ǇǊƻƻŦΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōǳȅ ȅƻǳ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǊƎƛƴέΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿeen a minor head 

injury and no injury at all, between a serious injury and a minor one and between a fatal injury and a survivable one. 

In a very personal way, I failed.  And it weighs heavily on me.  This past season, in short order, I lost a friend of over thirty 

years, and a ski patroller colleague from a nearby ski area.  Both were seventy-three years old, both were very accomplished 

skiers, both had a high level of mountain savvy.  And both died due to head injuries from skiing accidents. 

My friend wasƴΩǘ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ǿƘŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƭΦ  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǎƪƛƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

him tended promptly to his ABCs and the ski patrol responded quickly.  He had no helmet ς and no margin ς and he died that 

day.  Would a helmet haǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΚ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜΧ wŜŀŘ ƻƴΦ 

My ski patroller colleague was wearing a helmet.  After his accident, he cared for himself, went home, and declined the 

advice of others to get medical help even though he was displaying negative signs and symptoms.  Within days, he could not 

be revived ς ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŜŘΦ  IŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜΦ  IŜ ǿƻǊŜ ŀ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴΧ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǎǉǳŀƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

margin. 

mailto:SkiPatrol523@gmail.com
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L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛence when I gave my safety talks.  And how many times did the ski 

patroller send a patient with a head injury for definitive care as a precautionary measure?  Both were savvy, ski-smart people 

whose company we should still be enjoying. 

bƻΧ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ  .ǳǘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ŎŀǎŜǎ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊŜǎǘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ 

seen in the argument for wearing helmets. 

So, what about you?  Your family?  Your friends?  The skiing public that you interface with?  What will you be telling them?   

Blue Bird Skies and Chocolate- A Commentary on the 10th Anniversary of Chicks on Stix in EPA.  

~ Sarah Keating 

IŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎŀǿ ƛǘǎ млth year this past February. I remember our 

first program at Sno Mountain (then Montage); we had a small cadre of women and just a few instructors, I had no idea of 

what to expect. That was ten years ago, with 39 participants this year and another 11 toboggan instructors, the impact of 

women's programs in our region is clearly immeasurable. 

We offered up to the goddesses Godiva chocolate and they kindly responded with blue bird skies and 45 degree 

temperatures. In addition, Blue Mountain responded with moguls just for the girls, and a fresh dusting of snow- thank you! 

Unlike past years, we had two mother-daughter teams this year (Nancy and Cassie Mayberry and Krista Hohenshilt and her 

mom Cindy Bensel) and a sister team (the Fidiam girls). Geographically the clinic had toboggan haulers from every mountain 

in EPA region as well as our adopted girlfriends from Swain.  

Chicks on Stix is special each year, but this year I felt a sense of extra energy, making it just a bit more memorable--not only 

because of the turn out, but through a sense of camaraderie unparalleled in any other activity in which I participate. Across 

the mountain that day were cheers, hugs, encouragement, and the kind of laughter that makes your face hurt! One of our 

tougher chicks, Lynn Meloni, from Camelback face planted earlier in the day, requiring stitchesτshe returned that afternoon 

to root on her buddies. By the way, she got the stitches without painkiller! And of course, there were plenty of doses of 

chocolate throughout the day and our favorite beverages at the end.  

A big thank you to the region and the division for their support of this program over the years. More importantly, a special 

recognition to the girls who worked hard to become toboggans instructors and all those who continue to participate in this 

program each year. And of course, I would like to personally say thank you to Sharon Friedel, who has been my right hand for 

this program every year and for being the hostess with the mostest this yearτ32 on that!  

EPA Region Awards Update 2010 ς 2011 

by Steve Buzzard EPA Regional Awards Advisor 

The 2010 ς 2011 season was another busy one for awards in the EPA Region.  A complete listing or awards earned and 

presented in the region to date is at the end of this article. 

b!a95 !²!w5{Υ  5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ΨhǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΩ Awards is named for a patroller in our region who 

distinguished themselves through their contributions to the NSPS?  Here they are: 

ANNUAL SERVICE AWARD - The Edward F. Hirshman Award 

OUTSTANDING ADMINISTRATIVE  PATROLLER  - The George Helwig Award 

OUTSTANDING PATROL REPRESENTATIVE - The William (Bill) Ballek Award 



10 | P a g e 

 

OUTSTANDING YOUNG ADULT PATROLLER - The Dave Crouthamel Award 

OUTSTANDING INSTRUCTOR ς The William (Bill) Sachs Award 

The region established and announced two (2) more named awards this year at ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΥ  ¢ƘŜ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ 

Howlett Award for Outstanding OEC Instructor and The Bruce Holmberg Military Honors Award. 

Doug Howlett left a legacy of service to the OEC and Instructor Development programs at both the region and national levels. 

He was serving as the National Instructor Development Program Director at the time of his passing in 2009.  He was a 

patroller for 40 years; the last 23 years at Spring Mountain.  His service to the NSPS included OEC Instructor, and Instructor 

Trainer.  He received National Appointment #9126 in 2000. 

Bruce Holmberg (Col.,USA-Ret.) service to the NSPS and our country is being remembered with a perpetual plaque that holds 

the names of every recipient of the Eastern Division Patriot Star Award.  The Patriot Star is awarded to those patrollers whose 

military service included active duty in a combat zone.  Fifteen (15) EPA Region Patrollers have received this award to date.  A 

ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ {ƪƛ [ƛōŜǊǘȅ tŀǘǊƻƭ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ .ǊǳŎŜΩǎ мт ȅŜŀǊǎ of service to NSPS.  Bruce was serving as 

OEC Instructor, Toboggan Instructor, OEC Section Advisor and SEMM Evaluator at the time of his death.  He also served the 

Ski Liberty Patrol as Assistant Patrol Director and Patrol Director.  He received National Appointment #9324 in 2000. 

AWARD NEWS:  Our Regional Director, Gerit Lewisch was named National Outstanding Administrative Patroller in 2010!  This 

ŀǿŀǊŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ DŜǊƛǘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 9t! wŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ t! 5epartment 

Health ς Emergency Medical Services.  This relationship also recognizes and maintains NSPS OEC training as the standard of 

care at ski resorts in the commonwealth.  Congratulations Gerit! 

As always, please send any awards questions you may have to me at:  steve_buzzard@dart.biz or call me at 717-413 4316.  

Thanks!   Steve Buzzard, Awards Coordinator 

 
The following NSPS awards were presented in the EPA Region during the 2010 - 2011 season: 
 

E Div Patriot Star - Ian Selby, Ski Roundtop 
 

Yellow Merit Star - Cindy Bensel, Ski Roundtop 
 

Yellow Merit Star - David Christiansen, Elk Mountain 
 

Yellow Merit Star - Fred Tim, Camelback 
 

Yellow Merit Star - Bob Bernatos, Ski Roundtop 
 

Patroller's Cross - Mark Mackachinas, Sno Mountain 
 

Meritorious Service Award - Jack Bogdan, Camelback 
 

Distinguished Service Award - Robert Morgan, Upper Delaware Nordic 
 

National Appointment #11108 - Robert Dourand, Sno Mountain 
 

National Appointment #11180 - Dina Manoway, Camelback 
 

National Appointment #11114 - Ron Dallago, Blue Mountain 
 

National Appointment #11156 - Ron Pagotto, Sno Mountain 
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wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΥ 

Annual Service Award ς Wolfgang Boernert, Alpine Mountain 

Outstanding OEC Instructor ς Greg Johnson, Ski Roundtop 

Outstanding Instructor ς Richard Hartman, Blue Mountain 

Outstanding Alpine Patroller ς Tom Kneiss, Sno Mountain 

Outstanding Patrol Representative ς Ron Helm, Ski Roundtop 

Outstanding Young Adult Patroller ς /ǊŀƛƎ 5Ω/ǊǳȊΣ ²ƘƛǘŜǘŀƛƭ 

Outstanding Large Alpine Patrol ς Sno Mountain 

Irv Naylor Partners in Industry Award ς Lehigh Valley Medical Center, Cedar Crest Campus Emergency Room 

 

Iŀƭƭ ƻŦ CŀƳŜ /ƭŀǎǎ ŦƻǊ нлмл wŜŎŀǇΧ 

By Ed Hirshman / Past EPA RD 

The 2010 event was outstanding in my humble opinion and I know both myself and Ken Gable appreciated being part of the 

нлмл LƴŘǳŎǘŜŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 5ƻǳƎ IƻǿƭŜǘǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 

The Bear Creek Resort did a fine job as the host resort and it looked like everyone in attendance enjoyed the event including 

having OUR National NSP Chair Burt Mitchell and Gerit in attendance along many, some Patrollers and some not as this is a 

global Hall of Fame not just recognizing Ski Patrollers as it encompasses many areas of Pennsylvania Winter sports. 

Friday night was an informal gathering and Roasting of the 2010 Inductees and we just had to stand there and accept it in 

jest.  Saturday October 9th was the 2010 Pennsylvania Ski & Winter Sports ς Hall of Fame Luncheon and again Bear Creek 

Resort did a nice job in providing space for many exhibits and thanks to Steve Buzzard I set up an extra table with some of the 

EPA Regional plaques that showed many how global we are in recognizing our peers with outstanding and annual service 

awards. . 

The Class of 2010 has six inductees and these are ς 

Tom Beach - Winter Sports Manufacturers Representative; Bob Danzeisen - Winter Sports Retail Business; Ken Gable - 

NSP/Eastern Ski Council; Ed Hirshman - NSP/Special Olympics; Doug Howlett  - NSP/PS&WSM/ Board member; Bill Stenger - 

Ski Resort Management. 
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Doug knew he was selected to be a 2010 inductee before he passed on and we wished he could have shared drink & food 

with us there but we did so in our minds and souls. 

If this organization article is something that has caught your interest, please visit their web site http://www.paskimuseum.org 

and consider becoming a dues paid associate member and possible a sponsor for the next Hall of Fame class. You can also pay 

for your annual dues via PAY-PAL on their web site electronically. 

On their web site they list past inductees who include Ellie Jessum, Pete Snyder, Bill Ballek, Geo Hannon, Peter Benson, 

Gordie Bell and Tyler Davis whom are a few names of our Pennsylvania NSP history. 

²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǾŜƴǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƪƛ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ 

including patrolling which is a major part of Pennsylvania heritage.   L ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘƛǎ άƘǳƳōƭŜ ŜŘŘƛŜέ 

A Season of Change for the Young Adult Patrol Program  

T he EPA Region Young Adult Program once again had a very good year.  Our 

own event at Blue Mountain ran into a scheduling conflict at the last moment 

and when it seemed we might have to cancel the event, Patrol Director 

Wolfgang Boernert approached the management at Alpine Mountain and they 

welcomed us with open arms.  We were back in business.  It was a cold and 

windy weekend for a group of dedicated Young Adult Patrollers but cold and 

windy is what we do.   

The YAPs worked on improving their skiing and boarding skills with the YAP 

staff in addition to some great toboggan training courtesy of the Alpine 

Mountain Ski Patrol.  Megan Eckhart did a commendable job of keeping the whole event running on schedule while Chef 

²ƻƭŦƎŀƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŜŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ōŜŀǘΦ  9ǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ 

weekend.  

The EPA Region was represented this year at the Eastern Division Young Adult Program Seminar at Sugarloaf, Maine by six 

Young Adult Patrollers from four mountains:  Blue Mountain, Alpine Mountain, Ski Roundtop, and Bear Creek.  Our Young 

Adult Patrollers once again had a strong showing at the competition that drew over 50 YAPs from all over the Eastern 

Division.  There were 47 YAPs being scored in the competition with the remaining opting to clinic.  The YAPs from Blue 

Mountain regained the top spot among the EPA Region participants with Dan Longacre scoring two top-ten finishes in OEC 

and Assessment.  Mike Seremula, also from Blue Mountain and Conrad Brendel from Ski Roundtop also had top-ten finishes 

in the Toboggan and Skiing categories respectively.  Also participating were Kelsey Czyzyk from Blue Mountain, Ed Launey 

from Alpine Mountain, and Stacy Stroebel from Bear Creek.   

It was a great event that enhanced the spirit of camaraderie amongst the Young Adult Patrollers that was so evident at our 

own event this year at Alpine Mountain.  We encourage all EPA Region Young Adult Patrollers to attend both our own EPA 

Region and the Eastern Division events next year.  It is an experience that will teach you new techniques and improve your 

ability to work together as a team while having a great time you will never forget.  Next season, the EPA Region YAP Seminar 

will return to Blue Mountain on the weekend of March 3 - 4, 2012.  Save the date and plan on joining us.   Watch the Eastern 

Division Trail Sweep and the website for details on the next Eastern Division YAP Seminar.     

In other news, there have been some changes within the YAP program on both the National and Regional levels.  First, Matt 

Abbedessa has stepped down as the YAP National Advisor as the rigors of his education have demanded his full attention.  He 

has been replaced with former New Hampshire YAP Advisor, Chris Rousseau.  Chris and I worked closely with Matt in helping 

him develop the YAP program at the National level so Chris is familiar with the task ahead of him and we all wish him all the 

http://www.paskimuseum.org/
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best and hope he finds great success in this endeavor.  There is another change a little closer to home.  I am announcing my 

ǊŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 9t! wŜƎƛƻƴ ¸!t !ŘǾƛǎƻǊΦ  LΩǾŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘ ƎǊƻǿ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ.  I 

owe much of that growth to the overwhelming support of the YAP program by all EPA Region patrollers.  I will continue to 

serve as the Southwest Section YAP Advisor.  Our new EPA Region YAP Advisor is Megan Eckhart of Alpine Mountain.  Megan 

has been the engine behind the EPA Region YAP Seminar from the beginning and has more than earned the privilege of 

serving the EPA Region as our new YAP Advisor.  Please join me in congratulating Megan in her new position.        

We are looking forward to a successful season next year and hope to improve participation at both the EPA Region and 

Eastern Division events.  With the continued support of National, we will strive to break some old stereotypes regarding the 

dedication and professionalism our younger generation as they endeavor to provide the best emergency rescue services to 

injured skiers and snowboarders.   

In conclusion, I would like to personally thank all the respective patrols that support the Young Adult Patrol program.  In 

addition, I would also like to thank all of the leadership within the EPA Region for the fantastic support I have received from 

you over the years because if it were not for your support, we would not have a program and I would not have had the honor 

of serving the Region as I have for the past decade.     

Wayne Eckelmann 

EPA Region Young Adult Program Advisor  (emeritus)  

2011 Regional Alumni Day 

This event was held at Snö Mountain and was attended by over 30 alumni patrollers representing all of the sections within 

the EPA region.  The participants arrived early and enjoyed a super day of skiing.  The Snö Mountain patrol provided a great 

ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ōǳŦŦŜǘ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻƻŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƭΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƘŜŦΦ  !ƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƭƻƴƎ 

event were extremely impressed by the hospitality extended to them by the Snö Mountain ski patrol.   

A similar event is planned for our alumni at Snö Mountain in February of 2012.  Check the regional website for updates.   

Pat Cusick from Snö Mountain has taken over as Regional Alumni coordinator.  Pat possesses outstanding leadership qualities 

and under his guidance we are anticipating the Alumni program to become even better.  For the program to work, it requires 

alumni participation.  Pat will be working diligently to insure that you enjoy a great experience ς he needs your support. 

Ken Gable 
Past Alumni Coordinator 
 
Pat Cusick - 570-343-4265 Hm 

RU PROTECTED?  

 By   Ed Hirshman 

A while back while instructing an American Red Cross class on Blood Borne Pathogens the subject came 

up about Hepatitis B virus (HBV) and the vaccine immunization series shots. Most in the class came up 

with the same thought that I been saying is those who had the series of HBV immunization injections 

should have their blood Lab work tested the next time to include checking to see if HBV protected or not 

as I discovered after that class that I was not.  
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My Primary Care Physician @ my local VA Clinic checked with the powers to be at the National Communicable Disease Center 

ŦƻǊ ±! ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ t/ tƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ Řƻ ŀ άƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǘέ ƛƴƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ƛƴ ол days if I was Positive or needed 

two additional injections for HBV protection. Got the shot.. 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ [ŀō ōƭƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ th{L¢L±9 ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǘ ƛƳƳǳƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ άǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜέ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ 

if you had received the HBV immunizatioƴ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻǊ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜέ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ I.± ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 

had the immunizations prior. 

Yes we all know about BSI and PPP (Personal Protection Procedures) but have you ever had your Blood Lab work done to 

include testing to see if your HBV immunization series was protecting you or not?  

ά9ŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ оллΣллл ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΣ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΣ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ I.±Φ hƴŜ-quarter become ill with 

jaundice, more than 10,000 patients require hospitalization, and an average of 250 die of fulminant disease. The United 

States currently contains an estimated pool of 750,000-1,000,000 infectious carriers. Approximately 25% of carriers develop 

chronic active hepatitis, which often progresses to cirrhosis. Furthermore, HBV carriers have a risk of developing primary liver 

cancer that is 12-300 times higher than that of other persons. An estimated 4,000 persons die each year from hepatitis B-

related cirrhosis, and more than 800 die from hepatitis B-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƭƛǾŜǊ ŎŀƴŎŜǊΦέ  

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/00041917.htm  

Remember you probably need to tell your Doc that you are an EMS Healthcare Provider/Ski Patroller/etc. and are exposed to 

human blood to have the additional lab work performed  

If you want to read up on HBV immunizations try:  Department of Health and Human Services ς Center for Disease Control 

ŀƴŘ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ Χ www.cdc.gov.ncidod/diseases/hepatitis and  

OSHA Standard 29 CFR 1910.1030   

http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=STANDARDS&p_id=10051 

BTW... this article is not in violation of my HIPAA. PAGE 25 ς 5TH Edition OEC cheers/eddie 

And who says you canΩǘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ŘƻƎ ƴŜǿ ǘǊƛŎƪǎ! 

 

http://www.cdc.gov.ncidod/diseases/hepatitis
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Eastern Pennsylvania Region Calendar 
2011-2012 Season  

For Current Updates Check:   http://www.nspepa.org/Calendar.htm   

Date 2011 Day Event Location 

Sept 10 Sat OEC Instructor Refresher Ski Roundtop 

Sept 11 Sun OEC Instructor Refresher Blue Mt 

Sept 17 Sat OEC Instructor Refresher Shawnee 

Sept 18 Sun OEC Instructor Refresher Sno Mt 

Sept 25 Sun OEC Patroller Refresher Roundtop 

    

Oct 2 Sun OEC Patroller Refresher Bear Creek 

Oct 8 Sat OEC Patroller Refresher Camelback 

Oct 15 Sat OEC Patroller Refresher Blue Mt 

Oct 22 Sat OEC Patroller Refresher Elk Mountain 

Oct 23 Sun OEC Patroller Refresher Jack Frost 

Oct 29 Sat OEC Patroller Refresher Whitetail 

    

Nov 5 Sat OEC Patroller Refresher Sno Mt 

Nov 12 Sat OEC Patroller Refresher Spring Mountain 

Nov 13 Sun EPA Region Officers Meeting Bear Creek 

Nov 19/20 Sat/Sun MTRF/1 Roundtop 

Nov 20 Sun ID Course Sno Mt 

    

Dec Sun Instructor Development  

Dec 18 Sun EPA Region S&T Staff Meeting Blue Mt 

    

Date 2012 Day Event Location 

Jan 7/8 ?? Sat/Sun Ski with an Instructor Elk Mt 

Jan 8 Sun SEMM Clinic Bear Creek 

Jan 28/29 Sat/Sun EPA Patroller School Elk Mt 

Jan 22 Sun SEMM Clinic Roundtop 

    

Feb 11 Sat Avalanche Roundtop 

Feb 19 Sun SEMM Evaluation Sno Mountain 

Feb 25 Sat ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ¢ƻōƻƎƎŀƴ /ƭƛƴƛŎ Sno Mt. 

Feb 26 Sun Senior S&T Evaluation Sno Mt 

    

Mar 3/4 Sat/Sun Young Adult Patroller Seminar Blue Mountain 

Mar 11 Sun SEMM Evaluation Blue 

    

April 14 Sat EPA Region Officers Meeting Blue 

 


